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From The Desk Of The Pastor 
 

The church of our Lord Jesus Christ is the 

world’s most important institution. Purchased at 

Calvary with His blood, it [the church] is His 

body, made up of all those who have come to 

salvation through repentance from sin and faith 

on His name. The church is not a building; it is a 

people. All who have been placed in the church 

by the Holy Spirit at the point of salvation were 

given a spiritual gift to be used to bless the 

entire body, and are instructed to carry on the 

work of Christ until He returns for us (Colossians 

1: 12-13;  1 Corinthians 12: 7; John 14: 12).  

  

The primary mission of the church is evangelism: We are to announce the good news of 

salvation through Christ and cause the lost to make a commitment to Him. Romans chapter 1, 

verse 16 states the gospel has the power to make believers of the hearers. The Apostle Paul, 

the writer to the Romans, certainly demonstrated this truth on his three missionary journeys by 

winning many and establishing several churches. In Matthew chapter 28, verses 19 and 20, 

Christ gave instructions to His disciples that are to be carried out by His church. He said we are 

to "go", which involves planning, time, and effort. We are to "make disciples", which is to cause 

them to believe in and call on Jesus as savior. Once they are saved we are to "teach them", 

which is to grow them in Christian knowledge and behavior. We are to take the saving 

knowledge of Christ to all the world. We can begin with our family, continue with our neighbors, 

and even evangelize on our jobs by lifestyle and sharing. Local churches are responsible to 

reach out to others through their services, programs, campaigns, and the growing, multifaceted 

worldwide media. The church is to be a place of discipline, of teaching, of worship, and of 

fellowship.  However, the number one task is evangelism - winning the lost to Christ. They will 

then be available and ready to receive all the other blessings. We should all increase our efforts 

to convince the lost for Christ. It is the greatest and most honorable task in the world. 

In The Spot Light 

 Troy Goss is the person “in the spotlight” for this edition of our 
newsletter. Having been a member of our church fellowship for 19 
years, Troy is very active and makes outstanding contributions in 
many areas. He is a member of our corporate Board of Directors and 
currently holds the office of corporate treasurer. He is a member of 
our Worship and Praise Team, organizer and head of our tutorial 
program, and a member of our Boys’ club executive council. 
 
   

  Troy Goss     A graduate of CSU San Bernardino, Troy holds a Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Computer Science. His employment history includes teacher, software 
developer, and 13 years with a global internet company. He has published educational math 

curriculum with Teacher Created Materials.  
 
 Something very exciting just happened in Troy’s life! He recently 
finished his latest CD of Christian music. Troy is a prolific songwriter, 
a gifted arranger, a talented composer, and a great vocal presenter 
of inspirational songs. This new CD is titled ”The Missing 
Connection”. It contains traditional church songs that are given the 
beautiful “Troy Treatment”, as well as new compositions that are 
both reflective and motivational.  
 
Troy has been married to the beautiful Fay Goss for 11 years and   
resides in Baldwin Park, California. 
 

 
 

 
Food For Thought (Karen Siplin) 

" For to us a child is born…and He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace" (Isaiah 9:6). How befitting to be reminded of how much GOD loved us 
that he sent his only son Jesus. As we prepare for Christmas let us not forget the true meaning 
behind the season, Jesus Christ. 
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ECC Women’s Fellowship Annual Retreat  
The women of ECC received deep inspiration from the Lord and each other at this year’s 

Women’s Fellowship Retreat, which was held at Calvary Conference Center in Murrieta Hot 

Springs.  The theme for this year’s retreat was “Going Deep” spiritually, mentally, and 

physically. The women were inspired via Bible-based speeches, demonstrations, testimonies, 

and games. The first day started with a Bible Jeopardy game, but the highlight of the day was 

the one-on-one talk given by our first lady, Gwendolyn Holmes.  

Highlights of the three days included the women praying together, eating together, learning 

together and from each other, and growing in oneness together. Going deep allowed the women 

to put aside trivialities and learn to cherish one another as women and fellow workers in the 

vineyard of the Lord. Each one left with eager anticipation of next year’s retreat location.  

Look for information regarding upcoming ECC Women’s Fellowship outings and 

event’s.  Information for next years retreat will be in our spring newsletter so stay 

tuned 

 
Yvonne Dunigan 

Honored for her work in the ECC Nursery 
 

Yvonne Dunigan, director of the ECC nursery, was honored for 

her hard work and dedication during Sunday service by first lady 

Gwendolyn Holmes.  Yvonne has served as the Director of the 

nursery for over 20 years.  Her soft spoken and patient demeanor 

were assets in her ministry, as she was endeared by all of the 

children [many of whom have graduated from college]  who have 

had the pleasure of becoming Christians under her guidance and 

direction. Thank you “Teacher Yvonne” for your hard work and 

dedication to the children of the nursery.  May God bless you as 

you reach out in the next phase of your ministry.  

 

Friends & Family Day July, 2013 
 

On July 27, 2013, Emmanuel hosted its second annual  Friends and Family Day. That day was 

set aside to honor former friends and members for their loyal services and valued contributions 

to the ministry. Aside from enjoying a movie that ministered on the importance of salvation and 

a relationship with our awesome God, attendees were presented with a beautiful certificate 

congratulating and recognizing them for their service. After all of the festivities, a delicious meal 

was enjoyed by all. Special thanks go to the outreach team, the faithful and very efficient 

hostess team, the audio-visual team, and all others who made this event a success. We 

anxiously await the third year of Friends & Family Day. It will be bigger and better than the 

previous two .  
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ECC Singles’ Ministry Outings  
 

The singles of ECC, (SILK), know firsthand what 
it takes to live as a single Christian man or 
woman. Singles have a special call on their life 
because they are in a unique position to serve 
God without the many distractions of married 
life; however, to live the single life calls for 
patience, faith, humility, and a teachable spirit. 
The singles’ ministry is Bible-based, and its 
activities always begin with and end with 
prayer. Additionally, their activities are fun and 
interactive. On many occasions, after the activity 

ends, the singles participate in healthy dialogue that helps them form a very close bond 
of Christian love and fellowship. Because this is not a ministry focused on dating, their 
activities are rooted in maintaining a Christ-centered lifestyle that could lead to healthy 
relationships. The singles look forward to 2014 and the fun activities that they will be 
enjoying. If you are single and desire to participate in wholesome Christian activities, 
feel free to join us. May God bless you as you endeavor to live a spirit-filled single life. 

 

Praise Out 2013 

Tuesday, December 31, 2013, starts at 7:30pm with fun, fellowship 
and food .  Bible Jeopardy at 9:30. Praying in the New Year will start at 
approximately 11:45-11:50pm. 
 
 
 

 

 
The Women of ECC Women’s Fellowship Learn to Sew  

The last ECC Women’s Fellowship meeting featured a sewing class. Our 

very own Deborah Coney was the instructor. The women of Emmanuel 

came with sewing machines in hand, ready to sew. The day was spent 

enjoying food, fellowship, Scripture and 

laughter. From the beginner to the more 

experienced seamstresses, technique and 

knowledge were also exchanged. There was 

definitely an interchange of experiences.  If you 

missed it, you missed a real treat. Our next Women’s Fellowship 

venture involves feeding 2 families for Christmas. The women are 

anxious to share in this venture as they reach out to help families in 

need.   

Happy Holidays From 
The ECC e-Newsletter Team 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The ECC e-Newsletter Team would like to wish you a wonderful & safe 
holiday season.  We pray the year to come is a blessed one and that you are 
prosperous in all that you do.  We pray for fruitful relationships between you, 
God, and your families.  Remember that Jesus is the reason for the season 
and the reason we are all of sound mind and body with the ability to worship 
and praise.  Be Blessed! 
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Holiday Spirit 

by Kevin Dunigan (2004) 

 

For this is the season of celebration, 

there will be food and fellowship 

because yesterday was cause for celebration. 

Various meals will be prepared and games will be played, which differ from nation to nation. 

Happy Holiday’s and Season’s Greetings could be heard from near and far. 

On the radio and on T.V., even written on the side of a car! 

Cards will be received and given. Gifts of love will be exchanged. 

But something is barely noticed. That if seen, would be strange. 

In the mist of all the revelry and over consumption, 

it looked like people were programmed to perform a different functions. 

Buy this and buy that is what advertisements spoke. 

You have to look like you got it going on, don’t worry about being broke. 

Not enough gifts and money is gone? Embarrassment will hit hard. 

But you can still feed your ego. Buy the rest on a high interest credit card!  

People listened to the voice and acted as if glad to hear it. 

They failed to recognize the voice of a different holiday spirit. 

Under the tree, presents will be opened and gifts received but rejected. 

“IT WAS NOT ON MY CHRISTMAS LIST!” Or it wasn’t what the kid expected. 

Parents scrambled to make plans to meet the kids wants and the next shopping day, 

or shed tears of pain because they gave from the heart still with bills to pay. 

In the mist of all the revelry and over consumption, 

it looked like people were programmed to perform a different function. 

I’ll just get a holiday card and put some money inside. 

Anyway, I do enough for her, I’m always giving Grandma a ride. 

I tripled the salary and next year I’ll make more! 

This season my family will get gift cards from the 99 cent store. 

Last year people called wishing holiday cheer for my “Attitude” thing. 

THERE IS NOTHING WRONG WITH ME! 

But my phone must be broke ‘cause this year it won’t ring. (?) 

People listened to a voice and acted as if glad to hear it. 

They failed to recognize the voice of a different holiday spirit. 

It’s not about the presents that you buy or the money you spend. 

Not how many gifts under the tree with your name at the end. 

It’s not about ego or pride, self-worth or self-hate. 

It’s not about what people think of you or how do you rate. 

In this holiday confusion and financial strain. 

It’s about a loving God who chose to lift eternal pain. 

His only begotten Son is what God chose to give. In order for man to spiritually live. 

This gift in the form of Christ Jesus when accepted is so much more 

than any toy or present from any department store. 

In the mist of all the revelry and over consumption, 

share the gift of Jesus as the True Christmas function. 

 

 
ECC Ongoing Events  

 
 

 F.A. 

   (Food Addicts in Recovery      

   Anonymous): 

   Sundays 7-8:30 p.m.  (Sanctuary) 

   Contact Mary Dotie  

 Sunday Worship Services:  

   10:30 a.m. (Sanctuary)  

 ECC Nursery:  

   Sunday 10:30 a.m. (Nursery) 

 Small Group Bible Study:  

   Sundays 9 a.m. (Sanctuary)  

  Wednesdays 7 p.m. Sanctuary)  

   Fridays 7 p.m. (Sanctuary)  

 

 Intercessory Prayer:  

   Tuesdays 6-7:30 (Sanctuary)  

   Minister Mollie Jelks  

   Thursday Night Prayer Line:  

   9 p.m. Call: 218-844-3377  

   Code 7262001#  

 



 

 

ECC NEWS 
 

VOL. 005 12.2013 

Emmanuel Community Church E-Newsletter 

July Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 

 

 

J 

 

 

August Birthdays 
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September Birthdays 

October Birthdays 
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December Birthdays & Anniversaries 

November Birthdays 


